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THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
NO. 22 oF 2005

[15th June, 2005.]

An Act to provide for selting out the practical regime of right 1o information for citizens to secure
access 1o information under the control of public authorities, in order to promote transparency
and accountability in the working of every public authority, the constitution of a Central
Information Commission and State Information Commissions and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto,

WHEREAS the Constitution of India has established democratic Republic:

AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and tansparency of information which are vl to iis
functioning and ulso 1 contain corruption and to hold Govemments and their instrumentalities seeountable 1o the
governed;

AND WHEREAS revelation of information in actual practice bs likely to conflict with other public interests ingluding
efliclent operations of the Governments. optimum ugs of limited fiscal vesources and the preservation of
confidentiality of sensitive in fommation;

AND WHEREAS il {3 nAtccssary to harmonise these conflicting interests while preserving the passmountcy of the
demogrutic ideal:

NOW. THEREFORL. it is expedient to provide for fumishing certain information 1o citizens wha desire to have it
BE it enscted by Parliament in the Fifiy-sixth Year of the Republic of India as foilows:—
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINAR Y
L. Shore ritle, extent and commencement.-(§} This Act may be called the Right to Information Act, 2005,
(2} It extends w the whole of India excepl the State of Jamemw and Kashmi,
(3) The provisions of sub-section (7} of section 4, sub-sections (/) and () of section 5, scctions 12, 13, 15,16, 24,
27 and 28 shall come into force al once. and (he remalning provisions of this Act shall come inin force on the one
hundred and twentieth day” of it enactment,
2. Defimitions ~In this Act, unless the context otherwiss requirnes, -

{a) “appropriate Government™ means in relation w0 4 public authority which is established, constituted, owned,
controlled or substantially financed by funds provided direcily or indirectly—

{7 by the Central Govemmest or the Untion territory administration, the Central Government;
() by the State Government, the Sture Governmen;

(&) “Central Information Commission™ means the Central Information Commission constituted under sub-
section (/) of section 12:

" 12 October. 2005
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(Chaprer [ -Preliminary. )

() “Central Public Information Officer” means the Central Poblic Information Officer designated under sub-
section (7) and includes a Central Assistant Public [nformation Oifficer designated os such under sub-section (2)ol
section §;

() “Chiel Information Commissioner™ and “Information Commissioner™ mean the Chief Information
Commissioner and [nformation Commissioner appointed under sub-ssction {3} of section 12:

[¢) “competent suthority™ means—

{7) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of a State or a Union
territory having such Assembly and the Chairman in the case of the Council of States or Legislative Council of
n State;

(1) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court:

{4y the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court:

(#v) the President or the Governor, us the case may be, in the case of other authoritics established or
constituted by or under the Constitution:

{¥) the administrator appointed under article 239 ofthe Constitution:

() “information™ means any material in any form, including records, documents, memos, e-mails, opinions,
Bdvices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, repants, papers, samples, models, data material held
in any electronic form and information relating to any private body which can be accessed by & public author ty
undar any other law for the time being in force;

(g} “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the appropriste Government or the
competent authority, 8% the case may be;

(h) “public authority™ means any authority or body or institution of self-govermnment established of
constituted—

(@) by or under the Constition;

(&} by any other law made by Parliament;

{€) by uny other law made by State Legislature;

() by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Covernment, and includes eny-
{f) body owned, controlled or substantially financed:

(i) non-Government organisation substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds provided by the
appropriate Govermmmeni,

(/) “record” includes—
(@) any document, manusceript and Gle;
(&) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;
(<) any reproduction of image or images embodied in such microfilm ( whether enlarged or not); and

() any other material produced by a computer or any other device:
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) "right to information™ means the right to information sccessible under this Act which is held by or under
the control of any public aulhority and includes the right to-

(7} inspection of work, documents, records:
(i) aking notes, extracts or certified copies of docurnems or reconds;
(i) taking certified simples of material,

{iv) obtaining information in the form ol diskentes, floppies, lapes, video casseties or in any oiher elecironic
made or through printouts where such information is stored in & computer or in any other deviee:

(k) “State Information Commission™ means the State Information Commisshon constituted under sub-section
i) of section 15:

(/) “State Chief Information Commissioner” and “State Information Commisgioner™ mean the State Chief
Information Commissioner and the State Tnformation Commissioner appointed undé sub-section () of section
15;

{m) “Swte Public Information Officer” means the State Public Information Officer designated under sub-
section (1) ond includes o State Assistant Public Information Officer designated as such under sub-section {2 el
section 5;

i) “third party™ means a persom other than the citizen making @ request for information and includes a pubilic
authority.

CHAPTER 1]
RIGHT TOINFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF pu BLIC AUTHORITIES

3. Right to information, Subject 1o the provisions of this Act all citizens shall have the dght 1o information.
4. Obligations of public authorities —{ /) Every public authority shall

(@) maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the form which {acilitates the night o
information under this Act and cnsure that all records that are Bpproprate @ be computerised are, within o
reasonable time and subject w avatlability of resources, computerised and connected through o network sl over
the country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitted:

{(#) publish within one hundred and twenty days from the enactment of this Act.-

(1) the particulars of its organisation, functions and duties;

1#) the powers and duties of [ts officers and employees.

(i#s) the procedure followed in the decision making process. including channels of supervision and
accountability;

() the norms set by it for the discha rge of its finctions;

{¥) the rules, regulations, instructlons, manuals and records, held by it or under its control o used by its
employees for discharging its functions:

ivi) a statement of the calcgories of documenis that are held by it or under i control;

(vit) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or representation by, the members
of the public in refation to the formulation of i policy or implementation thereof:
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{viii) a stetement of the boards, councils. committees and other bodies consisting of two or more persons

constituted as its part or for the purpose of its advice, and ns to whether mestings of those boards, councils.
committees und other bodies are open w the public, or the minutes of such meetings ere accessible for public:

{éx) a directory of its officers and employess;

{x) the monthly remuneration received by each of iis officers and employees, Including the system of
compensetion as provided in its regulations;

(xi) the budget allocated to cach of it agency, indicating the particulars of all plans, proposed expenditures
and reports on disbursementy made;

{xii} the manner of execution of subsidy programmes, including the amounts allocated and the detuils of
beneficiartes of such programmes;

(=4if) particulars of recipients of concesslons, permits or authorisations granted by [1;
(xiv) details in respect of the informatson, available o or held by it redueed in an electronic form;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available fo citizens for obtaining information, including the working hours
of a library or reading mom, if maintained for public use;

{xvi] the names, designations and other panticulars of the Poblic Information Officers;
(xvif}y such other information as may be preserthed:
and thereafter wpdate these publications every year;

{¢) publish all relevent fects while formulating important policies or ennouncing the decisions which affect
public;

() provide reasons for its administrative or quasi-fudicial declsions to affected persons.

(2) It shall be & constant endeavour of every public authority to take steps in accordance with the requirements of
clause (b) of sub-section (/) 1o provide as much information swo monr 1o the public at regular intervals through
various means of communications, including internet, so that the public have minimum resort to the use of this At o
obtain information.

(3} For the purposes of sub-section /), every information shall be disseminated widely and in such form and
manner which is easily accessible 1o the public.

(4) All materials shall be disseminated taking into consideration the cost effectiveness, local language and the
most effective method of communication in thet local ares and the information should be easily pecessible. w the
extent possible in electronic format with the Central Public [nformation Officer or State Public Information Officer.
as the case may be, available free or al such cost of the medium or the print cost price as may be prescribed,

Explanation~For the purposes of sub-sections (3} ond (4), “disseminated” mesns making known or
comimunicated the |nformation 1o the publle through notice boords, newspapers, public announcements, rmedia
broadeasts, the internet or any other means, including inspection of offices of any public authority,

5. Designation of Public loformation OfMcers.{/) Every public authority shall. within one hundred days of the
cnpctment of this Act, designate as many officers as the Centml Public Information Officers or Swe Public
Intormation Officers, as the case may be, in al! administrative units or offices under [t a5 may be necessary o provide
information to persons requesting for the information under this Act.

ek
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{2} Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (4), every public authority shall designate an afficer, within
one hundred duys of the enactment of this Acl at sach sub~divisional level or other sub-district level 23 a Ceniral
Assistant Public Information Officer or a $tste Assisiant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, 1o receive
the applications for information or appeals under this Act for forwarding the same forthwith to the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Information Cficer or senior officer specified under sub-section (/) of section
19 or the Central Information Commission or the State Infisrmation Commission, as the case may be;

Provided that where an application for information or appeal is given to a Central Assistunt Public Tnformation
Olficer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer. ns the case may be, a period of five days shall be sdded in
computing the period fisr response specified under sub-section (1) of section 7

{3) Every Central Public Information (Mficer or State Public Informetion Officer, as the case may be, shall deal
with requests from persons seeking information and render reasonable sssistance to the persons seeking such
information,

() The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer. &s the case may be, may seck the
assistance of any other officer as he or she considers it neccssary for the proper discharge of his or her duties,

($} Any olficer. whose ass/stance has besn sought under sub-scction §4), shail render al| assistance (o the Central
Public Information OfTicer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, seeking his or her nssistance and
for the purpnses of any contravention of the provisions of this Act, such other officer shall be treated a8 a Central
Public Information Oficer or State Public Infortmation Officer, a5 the case may be,

6. Request for obtaining information.~(/) A person, wha desires 1 obtain any information under this Act, shall
make g request |n writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official language of the ares in
which the spplication is bring made, accompanying such fee a3 may be prescribed, o

(@) the Central Public Information Officer or State Publie Information Officer, as the case may be, of the
concerned public authority;

(/) the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Agsistant Public Information Officer. as the case
may be,

specilying the particulurs of the infarmation sought by him or her;

Provided that where such request cannot be made in writing, the Centrul Public Information Officer or Stato
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall render all reasonable assistance 1o the person making the request
orally to reduce the same in writing.

{2) An applicamt making request for information shall not be required 1o give any rcason for requesting the
information or any nther personal details exeept those th may be nevessary for contacting him.

{4) Where an application is made o u public suthority requesting for an information—
() which is held by another public authority; of
LfF) the subject matier of which iy more closely eonnected wiih the functions of another public authority,

the public authorlty, W which such spplication is made. shall tansfer the application or such part of it as may be
appropriste to that other public authority and infarm the applicent immedimely about sush transfer;

Provided thut the transfier of un upplication pursuunt to this sub-section shall be made as soon as practicable but in
no case later than five days from the date of receipt of the application,
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7. Disposal of request—{ /) Subject o the provise o sub-section (2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-zection (3)
of section 6, the Central Public [nformation Officer or Stute Public Infermation Gificer, as the case may be, on receipt
of & request under section 6 shall, us expediticusly 2s possible, and in any case within thirty days of the receipt of the
request. either provide the information on payment of such foe as may be prescribed or reject the request for any of
the reasons specified in sections & and 9

Provided thal where the information sought for concerns the life or liberty of 4 person, Lhe same shall be provided
within forty-elght howrs of the receipt of the request,

(2) If’ the Centrsl Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, fails 1o give
decision on the roquest for information within the petiod specified under sub-section (/). the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Offlces, a5 the cage may be, shall be deemed to have refised the
requesl.

(3) Where & decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any further fiee representing the cost of
providing the information, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Infsrmation Officer, as the case may
be. shall send an intimation w the person making the reyuest, giving—

(a) the details of further fecs representing the cost of providing the information as determined by him, together
with the ealculations made 1o arrive at the amount jn accardance with fee prescribed under sub-section (/)
fequesting fam © deposit that fees, and the prriod intervening between the despaich of the shid intimation and
payment of fees shall be excluded for the purpose of vuleulating the period of thiny days referred 1o in that sub-

section;

() information concerning his or her i Bht with respect 1o review the decision as 1 the amount of fees charged
or the form of access provided. including the partivudars of the appellate authority, time limit process and any
other forms,

(4) Where access to the record or 4 part thereof i requircd 1o be provided under this Act and the person 1o whom
aciess |5 10 be provided is sensorily disabled, the Central Public Informarion Officer or State Public Information
Officer, a5 the case may be, shall provide assistance 10 ensble zocess to the intormation, including providing such
assistance as may be appropriate for the inspection,

(3) Where access to information is to be provided In the pristted or in sy electronic formal, the applicant shall,
subject to the provisions of sub-section (6), pay such fee as may be proseribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (1) af section & und sub-scetions (1) and (5) of section 7 shall
be reasonable and no such fee shall be charged from the persons wha dre of below poverty line as may be determined
by the approprinste Govemnment,

(6) Notwithstunding anvthing contained in sub-section { 5), the penmon making request for the information shall be
provided the information free of charge where a public authority faily to comply with the time limits specified in sub-
section (1)

(7) Before 1aking any decision under sub-section {71, the Centrel Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Offlcer. as the case may be, shall take into consideration the representation made by a third party under
szction | 1.

(§) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section (), the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be. shall communicate to the person meking the request,—

(£) the reasons for such rejection:
{7} the period within which an appeal against such rejection may be preferred; and

(i) the particulars of the appellate authority.
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(9 An information shall ordinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought unless it would
dispropertionately divert the resrurces of the public authority or would be detrimental 1o the safety or preservation of
the record in question,

8. Exemption from disclosure of information.—{ /) Notwithsanding anything contained in this Act, there shall
be no obligation to give any citizen,-

{a} infurmation, disclosure of which would prejudicially affect the sovereignly and [ntegrity of India, the
security, strategic. scientific or economic [nlerests of the State, relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of
an offence,

(b} information which has been axpressly lorbidden 1o be published by any coort of law or tribunal or the
dizclosure of which may constitute contermpt of cowrt;

(€) information, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of privilege of Parliament or the Stale
Legislature;

(d) information including commercinl confidence, rade seorets or inteliectual property, the disclosure of
which would harm the competitive position of 4 third parly, unless the competent authority is satisficd that larger
public interest warrants the disclosure of such information;

(e} information available 1o a person in Ms fiduciary relationship, unbess the competent authority is satisfied
that the larger public interest warrants the dsclasure of such infurmating,

(/) Inlurmation received in confidence from foreign Government:

. (g} information, the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical safety of any person or identify
the source of information or assistance given in confidence for law enforcemen; vz security purposes;

(h) information which would |mpede the process of investigation or apprehension or prosecution of offenders:
(f) cabinet popers including records of deliberpstiony of the Counil of M inlsters, Secrelaries and other officers:

Provided that the decislons of Council of Ministers, the reasons theroof, and the material on the basis of which
the decisions were tzken shall be made public afier the decision has been taken, and the maotler is complete, or
over;

Provided further thal those matters which come under the exemptions specified in this section shall not be
disclosed;

(/) information which relates 1o personal information the disclosure of which has o relationship to any public
activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the individual uniess the Central
Public Information Officer or the State Public Lniormation Officer o the appellate guthority, as the case may be,
is satisfied that the larger public interest justifies the disclosire of such Informeation:

Provided that the information which cannot be denied 1o the Parliament or a State Legistature shall nol be denled
1o &y person,

{2) Notwithstunding anything in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 (19 of 1923 nor ary of the exemptions permissible
i secardance with sub-section (1), a public authosity may allow acoess to information, if public interest in disclosure
outweighs the harm 1o the protected intereses.

(31 Subject w0 the provisions of clauses (g), (c) and () of sub-section (f), any infosmation relating 1o any
pecurrence. event or matler which hos taken place, eccurred or happened twenly years before the date on which any
request is mude under section 6 shall be provided tn any person making o request under thal section:




Right to Information Aci, 2003
(Chapter [1.- Right to information and obligations af public authoritios }

Provided that where any question arises as 1o the date from which the said period of twenty years has 1o be
computed, the decision of the Central Government shall be final, subject to the usual appeals provided for in this Act.

9. Grounds for rejection to access in certain eases —Without prejudice to the provisions of section 8, o Central
Public Information Officer or & State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may refect a request for
information where such a request for providing access would mvolve an infringement of copyright subsisting in a
person other than the State,

10. Severability —( /) Where a reuest for access w informadon iy rejected on the ground that it is in relation o
information which is exempt from disclosure, then, nobwithsianding anything contsined in this Act, access may be
provided to that part of the record which does not contein any information which is exempt from disclosure under this
Act and which can reasonably be severed from any part that contains exempt information,

{2} Where accesy is granted 1o a parl of the record under sub-scetion (1), the Central Public Information Chiicer or
State Public Information Olficer, us the case muy be, shall give & natice 10 the spplicant. informing-

() that only part of the record requested, after scverance of the record containing information which is excmpt
lrom disclosure, is belng provided:

{h} the reasons fur the decision, including any findings on any material question of fact, referring to the
materinl on which those findings were based:

(€} the name and designation of the person Biving the decision;

{d) the detwils of the fecy calculated by him or ber and the amount of fec which the applicant is required 1o
deposit; and '

(e) his or her rights with respect o reviaw of the decision regarding non-d|sclosure of pari of the infarmation,
the smount of {ee charged or the form of ncoess provided. inciuding the particulsrs of the senior officer specified
under sub-section (/) of section 19 ur the Central Information Commission ar the State Information Commission,
as the case may be, time limit, process and any other form of aecess,

I1. Third party information /) Whee g Central Public Information Officer or a Stute Public. Information
Officer, as the case may be, intends to discluse any information or record, or part thereof on a request made under this
Act, which relates to or has been supphied by a third party and has been treated as confidential by thet third purty, the
Central Public Information Officer or State Fublie Information Offieer, a4 the e mey be, shall, within five days
iram the reccipt of the request, give u wrinen notice to such third party of the request and of the fact that the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, 45 the case may he, intends tn disclose the intarmation
or record, of pant thereof, and invite the third party to make a submission in writing or orully, regarding whether the
information should be disclosed, and such submission of the third Party shall be kept in view while taking & decision
about disclosure of information:

Provided that except in the case of trade oe commercial secrets privected by law, disclosure may be allowed if the
public interest [n disclosure outweighs In imponance any possible harm o mjury to the interests of such third perty.

2} Where a notice s served by the Central Public Information Ofiicer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be. under sub-section (/) 1o a third partly in respect of any information or record or part thereod, the third
party shall, within ten days from the date of receipt of sach notlee. be Elven the opportunity to make representation
agaimst the proposed disclosure.

() Notwithstanding snything contined in section 7, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Informutlon Officer, as the case may be, shail, within forty days afer receipt of the request under section 6, if the
third party has been given an opportunity 1o make representation under sub-section (2), make 4 decision as 1o whether
or not 1o disclose the information or record or part thereofl and give in wriling the notice of his decision to the third
party.

(4] A notice given under sub-section {3) shal) include @ statement that the thind party o whom the notice is given
is entitled w0 prefer an appeal under section 19 againat the decision,
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CHAPTER 1
VHE CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISS 04

12. Constitution of Central Information Commission (/) The Central Go vernmeni shatl, by notification in the
Officlal Gazette. constitute a pody 10 be known ae the Central Information Commission to exercise the powers -
conferred on, and to perform the functions issigned o, it under this Ac,

(2) The Central Information Commission shall COnEist af-

{er} the Chiel Information Commissioner: and

(8 such number of Central Information Commissioners, nol excesd ing ten, as may be deemed feCessary,

{3} The Chief Information Commissioner andd Information Commissioners shall be appointed by the President on
the recommendation of a commitiee consist ing af-

(i) the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairpersan of the commitiee:
11} the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha: and
(it} n Union Cobinet Minister 1o be pominated by the Prime Minister, z

Explanation—For the purposes of removal of doubis. it is hireby declared that where the Leader of Opposition in
the House ol the People has not been recognised ns such, the Leader of the single largest group in opposition of the
Govemment in the House of the People shall be deemed to be the Leuder of Opposition.

() The general superintendence, direction and nunagernent of the affairs of the Central Information Commission
shall vest in the Chief Information Commissioner who shall be assisted by the Infarmation Commissioners and may
exercise all such powers and do all sueh acts and things which may be exercised or done by the Central Information
Commission sutonomously without being subjected w dircctions by any other authority under this Ace.

(5} The Chicl Informution Commissioner ard Information Commissioners shall e persans of eminence in public
life with wide knowledge and experience in jaw, science pnd lechnology, social service, manggement. journadism,
mass media or sdministration and BOVErDARCE

(6} The Chief Information Commissioner or an Informution Convmissioner shall not be 3 Member of Parliamean
or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union territory, s the case miy b, or hold any other office of profit ¢r
connected with any political party or carrying on any business of pursuing any profession,

(7) The headguaners of the Central Information Commission shall be ar Delhi and the Central Information
Commission may, with the previous approval of the Central Jovernmenl, establish offlces a1 ather places in India

13. Term of ulMice and conditiens of service.~(/) The Chief information Commissioner shall held office for a
term of five years from the date o which he enlers upon his office and shall not be eligible for renppointment:

Provided that no Chief Information Comrdssicner shall hald office as such affer he has ansined the age of siviy-
five years.

(2} Every Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five vears from the date an whieh he enters
upon his office or Uil he angins the age ol singy-five veurs, whickever is earligr, und shall nod he eligible for
reappointment a3 such Information Commissionor

Provided that every Informution Commissioner shall. en vacating his office under this sub-section be efigible oy
appointment as the Chief Information Commissioner in the marnner specilied in sub-section (3} of seetion 17
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Provided further that where the Information Commissioner is appointed as the Chief Information Commissioner,
his term of office shall not be more than five years in aggregate & the Information Commissioner and the Chief
Information Commissioner.

{4) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall before he enters upon his office
make and subscribe before the President or some other person appointed by him in that behalf, &n osth or affirmation
according to the form sct out for the purpose in the First Schedule,

(4) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner may, at any time, by writing under his
hand addressed w the President, resign from his office:

Provided that the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner may be removed in the
manner specified under section 14.

() The salaries and allowances payable 1o and other terms and conditions of service of—
{a) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chief Election Commissioner;
(%) an Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of an Elegtion Commissioner:

Provided that if the Chiel Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner, at the time of his
appointment is, in receipt of a pension, other than & disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous service
under the Government of India or under the Government of a State, his salary In respect of the service as the Chief
Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shail be reduced by the amount of that pension including
any portion of pension which was commuted and pension equivilent of other forms of retirement benefits excluding
pension equivalent of retirement granity:

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner or en Information Commissioner if, at the time of his
appointment is, in receipl of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a i
established by or under any Central Act or Staie Act or a Government company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or the Stste Government, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief Information Commissioner or
an Information Commissioner shall be raduced by the amount of pension equivalent (o the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service of the Chle! Information Commissioner
and the Information Commissioners shall not be varied 1o their disadvantage after their sppoiniment.

(6) The Central Government shall provide the Chief Information Commissioner and the [nformation
Commissioners with such officers and employees as may be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions
under this Act, and the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and
other employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

4. Removal of Chief Information Commissioner or In formation Commissiomer (/) Subject to the
provisions of sub-section (J), the Chiel Information Commissioner or any Information Commissioner shall be
removed from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved mishehaviour or incapacity after the
Supreme Court, on a reference made 1o it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that the Chief information
Commissioner or any Information Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on such ground be removed.

() The President may suspend {rom oifice, and if deem necessary prohibit also from sttending the office during
inquiry, the Chief Information Commissioner or Information Commissicner in respect of whom a reference has been
made to the Supreme Court under sub-section (£} until the President has passed orders on recelpt of the report of the
Supreme Court on such reference,

{3} Notwithstanding anything contined in sub-section (7], the President may by order remove from office the
Chiel Information’ Commissioner or any Information Commissioner i the Chief Information Commissioner or o
laformation Commissioner, as the case may be,-

{2} is adjudged an insolvent; or
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(#) has been convicted of mn offence which, in the opinion of the President, involves moral turpitude; or
() engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties of his office; or
{d) is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to continue in office by runnnfjnﬂi;m:'ty of mind or body; or

(e} has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially his funclions es the Chief
Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner.

{4) If the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner in Emy way, concerned or interested in
any comiraci or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government of India or participates in any way in the profit
thereof or in uny benefit or emolument arising therefrom otherwise than as = member and in commen with the other
members of an incorporated company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-section {[/}), be deemed 10 be guilty of
mishehaviour,

CHAPTER 1V
THE STATE INFORMATION CoOMMISSION
15. Coastitution of State Information Commlssion ~ /) Every Siate Governmenl shall, by notification in the
Official Gazette, constitute @ body to be known as the ..., (name of the State} Information Commission lo exercise
the powers conferred on, and 1o perform the functions assigned Lo, it under this Act,
{2) The State Informution Commission ahall consist of
(o) the State Chief Information Commissioner, and
(8) such number of Stale Information Comprissioners, not exceeding ten, as may be deemed necessary.

(1) The Swte Chief Information Commissioner and the Stae Information Commissioners shall be appoinicd by
the Governer on the recommendation of a commitiee conEisiing of-

(i) the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the commiites:
{if) the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly: and
{##i) m Cabinel Minister o be nominated by the Chief Minister.

Explanation ~For the purposes of remoaval of doubts. it is herebty declared that where the Leader of Opposition in
the Legislative Assembly has not been recognised as such, the Leader of the single |largest group in opposition of the
Uovernment in the Legislative Assembly shall be deemed 1o be the Leader ol Orpposition,

(4) The general superintendence, dircction and management of the affairs of the State Information Commission
shall vest in the State Chief Information Commissioner whe shal] be assisted by the State Information Commissioners
and may exercise all such powers and do all such gets and things which may be exercised or donc by the Statc
Information Commission autonomously without being subjected w directions by any other authority under this Act,

{5) The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners shall be persons of
eminence in public life with wide knowledge und experience in law, science and technology, social service.
minagement, journelism, mass media or administration and EOVETIaNCE.

(6) The State Chief Information Commissioner or 4 State Information Commissioner shall not be o Member of
Parliament or Member of the Legislature of uny State or Union territory, 15 the case may be, ar hold any other office
of profit or connected with any palitical party or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession.
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(7) The headquarters of the State Information Commission shall be at such place in the Staie as the Staie
Government may, by notification in the Offlcial Guzette, specify end the Siate Information Commission may, with
the previous approval of the State Government, establish officss a1 olher places in the Suate,

16. Term of office and conditions of service.~{/) The State Chiel Information Commissioner shall hald oifice
for a term of five years from the date un which he enlers upon his office and shall not be eligible for reappaintment:

Provided that no State Chiel Informution Commissioner shall hold affice as such afier he has attained the age uf
sixty-live yeirs.

(2) Every State Information Commissioner shall hold affice for a term of five years from the date on which he
enters upon his office or till he attaing the oge of sixty-fve years, whichever is carlier, and shall nat be eligible for
reappointment as such State Information Cammissioner:

Provided that cvery State Inlormation Commissioner shall, un vecating his office under this sub-section, be
eligible for appointment 2y the State Chief Information Commisgionar in the manner specilied in sub-section (3) of
soction 15:

Provided further that where the State Informaticn Commissioner is appointed #s the State Chic Information
Commissioner, his term of office shafl not be more thun five years in aggregate as the State Information
Commissioner and the State Chief Information Commissioner,

(3] The State Chicf Information Commissioner or 1 State Infarmation Cemmissioner, shall before he enters upon
his office make and subscribe before the Governor or some other person appointed by him in that behalf, an cath or
alfirmation according to the form sct out for the purpose in the First Schedule,

{#) The State Chief Infurmation Commissioner or a Stale Information Comim|ssioner may, at any time, by writing
under his hand addressed 1o the Giavarnor, resign from his offise:

Provided thar the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner may be removed in
the manner specified undes sectinon 17,

() The salaries and allowances payable 1o and other torms and conditions of service af—
() the State Chief Informatisn Commisaioner shall be the same as that ofan Election Commissioner;

(B) the Swte Information Commissioner shall be the same 25 that of the Chief Secretary to the State
Covernment:

under the Government of India or under the Government of & Skate, his salary in respect of the service as the State
Chicf Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that
peasion including any portion of penslon which wes commuted and pension equivalent of other forms of retirement
benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement ETBOILY:

Provided further that where the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner if, m
the time of his appointment is, in receipt of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a
Corporation established by or under any Central Act or State Act or » Government company owned or controlled by
the Central Government or the State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the State Chief Information
Commissioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amaunt of peasion equivalent to the
retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries. allowances and other conditions of service of the State Chief Information
Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners shall not be varied 10 their disadvaniage after their
uppoiniment,
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{6) The State Government shall provide the State Chief Information Commissioner end the Siate Information
Commissioners with such officers and employees as may be necessary for the cfficient performance of their functions
under this Act, and the salaries and allowances payable io and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and
other employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

17, Removal of State Chief Information Commissioner or State Information Commissioner —{/) Subject to
the provisions of sub-section (1), the State Chief Information Commissioner or & State Information Commissioner
shall be removed from his office only by order of the Govamor on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity
afier the Supreme Court. on a reference made i it by the Govemor, has oo inquiry, reported that the State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, a5 the case may be, ought on such ground be
removed,

(2) The Govemor may suspend from office, and if deem fecessary prohibit also from attending the office during
inquiry, the State Chief Information Commissioner or a St Information Commissioner in respect of whom a
reference has been made to the Supreme Court under sub-section (1) until the Governor has passed orders an receipt
of the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.

. L3) Notwithsmnding anything contained in sub-section (7}, the Governor may by order remove from affice the
State Chief Information Commissioner or a $iste Tnformation Commissioner if 3 Staie Chief Information
Commissioner or 2 State Information Commissioner, as the case may be,—

(&) is edjudged an insclvent; or

(b} has been convisted of an offence which, in the apinion of the Governor, imvolves moral urpifude; or
{c) engeges during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties of his office; or

{d) is, in the opinion of the Governot, untit to continue in office by reason of infirmity of mind or body: or

(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely 1o affsct prejudicially his functions es the State
Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner.

(4) Il the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner in amy way, concerned or
interested in any contract or agreement made by ar on behalfl of the Government of the Stale or particlpates in any
way in the profit thereof or in any benefit or emoluments arising therefrom otherwise than as a member and in
common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-section (1), be
deemed 1o be guilty of misbehaviour,

CHAPTER V
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE [NFORMATION COMMISSIONS, APPEAL AND PENALTIES

18. Powers and functions of Information Commissions.~{ /) Subject to the provisions of this Act, it shall be the
duty of the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, to receive and

inquire into a complaint from any person,—

{a) who has been unable to submit a request to & Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, either by reason that no such officer has been appointed under this Act,
or because the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, has refused to nccept his or her npplication for information or appeal under this Act for forwarding
the same to the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information (MYicer or sentor officer specified
in sub-section (/) of section 19 or the Central Information Commission or the Statc Information Commission, as
the case may be;

(6) who hds been refused acoess to any information requested under this Act;
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(c) who has not been given a response to a request for information or access to information within the time
limit specified under this At

{d) who has been required (o pay an amount of fee which he or she considers unressonable;
{#) wha believes that be or she has been given incamplete, misleading or false Information under this Act; and
(/) in respect of any other metter relating to requesting or obtining access to records under this Act,

{2) Where the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, is satisfied
that there are reasonable grounds o inquire inta the matter, it may {nitiate an inquiry in respeet thereof,

{J) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, a5 the case muy be, shall, while
inguiring intor any matter under this section, have the samme powers s are vested in a civil court while trying a suit
under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 {5 af 1908), in respect of the following matters, namely —

() summoning and enforcing the atiendance of persons and compel them o give oral or written evidence an
vath and to produce the docurments or things;

(&) requiring the discovery and inspection of documents;

{e) receiving evidence on affidaviy:

{d) requisitioning any public record or copies thereof from any court or office;
(¢) issuing summons for examination of wilnesses or documents: and

i) any other matler which may be prezeribed,

{4) Notwithstanding anything inconsistent contained in any other Act of Parliament or State Legislature, as the
case may be, the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case may be, may,
during the inguiry of any complaint under this Act, examine any record o which this Act applies which is under the
control of the public authority, and no such record may be withheld from it on any grounds.

19. Appeal. (/) Any person who, does not receive & decision within the time specified In sub-section (1) or clause
(e} of suh-section (3) of section 7, or is sggricved by o decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, us the case may be, may within thiny days from the expiry of such pericd or fram the
receipt of such a decision prefer an sppeal 16 such officer who is senior in rank to the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer as the case may be, in cach public authority:

Provided that such officer may admit the sppeal aller the expiry of the period of thirty days if he or she is satisfied
that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause from filing the eppeal in time.

{2) Where an appeal i5 preferred #gainst an order made by a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, under section 11 1o disclose third party information, the appeal by the
concemed third party shall be made within thirty days from the date of the order,

(3} A second appeal against the decision under sub-section (£) shali lie within ninety days from the dute on whick
the decision should have been made or was aciually reccived, with the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission:

Provided that the Central Information Cormmission or the Siate Information Commission, as the case may be, may
admit the appeal after the expiry of the period of ninety days if it [s satisfled that the eppeilant was prevented by
sufficlent cause from filing the appeal in time.




15
Right to information Aci, 20035

{Chapter ¥ —FPawers and functions of the formation Conmmissions. appea! and peaalties, )

(#) If the decision of the Central Public Information Officer or Stale Public Information OiTicer, as the case may
be, against which an appeal is prefemed relates 1o fnformation of a third panty, the Central |nformation Commission o
State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall give a ressonable opportunity of being heard 1w thst thind

party.

{3} In ony appeal proceedings, the onus 1o prove that & deninl of o request was justilied shall be va the Central
Fublic Information OfTicer or State Public Informetion Officer, us the case may be. who denied the request.

1} An appeal under sub-section () or sub-section (7} shall be disposed of within thinty days of the receipt of the
appeal or within such extended period not exceeding a total of foriy-five days from the date of tiling thereot, as the
case may be, for reasons o be recorded in writing.

(7) The decisivn of the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be,
shall be binding.

{5 In its decision, the Central Informettion Commizsion or Stete Information Commission, as the case may be, has
the power to-

(@) require the public suthorly %o lake any such steps 45 may be necessary 80 secure compliance with the
provisions of this Act, including-

() by providing nccess to information, if so regoested, in o particoler farm;

(i} by appointing a Central Public information Officar or State Public Information Officer, as the case may

(i} by publishing certain information or categories of information:

(iv) by making necessary changes o il preclices in relstion o the maintenance, management and
destruction of records;

{v} by enhancing the provision of training on the dght to information for i offictals;

(vi) by providing it with an annual repont in compliance with clause (i) of sub-section ( f} of section 4;
{#) require the public authority to compensate the complainant for nny loss or other chl.t'rr;n.'ﬂ suffered;
() impose zny of the penalties provided under this Act;

() reject the application,

(¥) The Ceniral Information Commission or State Informetion Commission, as the case may be, shall give notice
of its decision. including any right of appeal, to the complainant gad the public sulhority.

{10} The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall decide the
appeal in nccordance with such procedure is may be prescribed.

20, Penaltles—{/) Where the Central Information Commission er the State Information Commission, as the case
may be, at the Ume of deciding any complaint or appeal is of the opinion that the Centrol Public Information Officer
or the State Public Information Officer, 1s the case may he, has, without any reasonable couse, refosed to receive an
application for information or hus net furnished information within the time specified under sub-section (/) of section
T or malafidely denled the requesi for information or keowlngly glven incoreect, incomplete or misleading
Infermation or destroyed information which was the subjeet of the request or obstructed in any manner in furmnishing
the information, it shall impose & penalty of two hundred and fitty rupees each day 1l spplication is received or
information is furnished, so however, the total amount of suich penalty shall not exceed twenty-five thousand rupees:
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Provided that the Central Public Information Oficer of he State Public Informmation Officer, as the case may be,
Shall be given a reasonuble opportunity of being heard before any penaliy i3 imposed on him:

Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted reasonably and diligently shall be on the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Informatios Officer, a3 the case may be,

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or the $tate Information Commission, as the case may be, al the
lime of deciding any complaint or appeal is of the opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State
Public Informution Dfficer, as the case may be, has, without any reasonable cause and persistently, falled to receive
an spplication for information or has not furnished information within the time specified under sub-section (/) of
section 7 or malafidely denled the request for information or knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading
information or destroyed information which was the subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in fumishing
the information, it shall recommend for disciplinary action against the Central Public Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under the service rules applicable to him.

LCHAPTER V]
MIECELLANEDLIS

1. Protection of s¢tion taken in good falih.—No suit, prosecution or other lepal proceeding shall lie aganst any
person for unything which is in good fuith done or |nlended to be done imder thie Act or any rule made thereunder.

22. Act to have averriding effect—The provisions of this Aot shall have effect notwithstanding anything
inconsistent therewith contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 (19 of 1927), and any other law for the time being
in force or in any instrumen! having effect by virtue of any law other than this Act

3. Bar of judisdiction of courts- No court shall enteriain any suit, application or other proceeding in respect of
any Order made under this Act and no such order shall be celled in question otherwise than by way of an appeal under
this Acl.

24. Act not to apply in certain organizations.—{ /} Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence
and security organisations specified in the Second Schedule, being organisations established by the Central
Government or any information fumished by such organisations o that Government:

Provided that the information pertaining to the sllegations of conuption and human rights violations shall not be
excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that In the case of information sought for is in respect of allegations of violation of human rights,
the information shall only be provided after the spproval of the Central Information Commission, and
notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the
date of the recoipt of requess.

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Cazette, amend the Schedule by including therein
any olher inteiligence or security organisation established by that Gevernment or omitting therefrom any organisation
already specified therein and on the publication of such not fication, such organisation shall be deemed 1o be ineludied
in or, a8 the case may be, omitted from the Schedule,

(3} Every notiflcation issued under sub-scotion {2) shall be lald before ssch House of Parfiament.

{4) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply o such intelligence and security organisation being organisations
establimhed by the Swste Government, ms thet Government may. from time o Ume, by notification e the Oificial
Ciazette, specify:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corfuption and buman fghts violatlons shall not be
excluded under this sub-section:
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Provided furiher that in the case of information sought for is in respect of allegations ol viclation of human rights,
the information shall only be provided after the approval of the Siste Intormation Commission and, notwithstanding
anything conlained in section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the date of the receipt

of request,
{5} Every notification issued under sub-section () shall be laid bufore the State Legislature.

25, Moaltoring and reporting-{/) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, shall, a5 soon as practicable afier the end of each vesr, prepare a report on the implementation of the
provisions of this Act during that year and forward a copy thercol 10 the appropriate Governmenl.

(2} Each Ministry or Department shall, in relation to the public authorities within their jurisdiction, collect and
provide such information 1o the Central Information Commission or State Information Comimission, as the case may
be. as i required 1o prepere the report under this section and comply with the requirements concerning the furnishing
of that information and kesping of recurdy for the purposes of this section,

{7} Each report shall siate in respect of the year to which the report relates.—
{a) the number of reguests made to ench public methority

(B} the number of decisions where npplicants were not entided to secess 10 the documents pursuant to the
requests, the provisions of this Act under which thess decisions were made and the number of times such
provisions were invoked;

{¢} the number of appeals referrcd to the Central tnformation Commission or State Infurmation Commission,
a5 the case may be, for review, the nature of the app2els and the ouleome of the appeals;

{d) particulars of any disciplinary action wken against sny nflicer in respect of the admunistration of this Act;
(2] the amoumnt of charges collected by each public autharity under this Act

(] any facts which indicate an effort by the public suthorities to sdminister and Implement the spiril and
intention of this Act;

tg) recommendations for reform, including recernmendations in respeet of the particular public authorities, for
the development, improvement. modemisation, reform or amendment bo this Act or other legislalion or common
law or any other matter relevant for operationalising the right to access information.

(4) The Central Government of the State Govemment, a5 the case may be, may, 85 500n as practicable affer the
end of each year, cause a copy of the report of the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission. 45 the case may be, referred to in sub-section (1) 10 be laid before esch House of Parliament or, as the
case may be, before each House of the State Legistature, where there arc twe Houses, and where there is one House
of the State Legishature before that House,

(5 IF it appears 10 the Central Informativn Commission or Stale Information Commission, as the case may be, that
the practice of & public nuthority in relation to the excreise of s Functions under this Act does ot conform with the
provisions or spirit of this Act, it may give o the authority « recommendation specifying the steps which ought In its
opinion w be taken for prometing such conformity.

26. Appropriste Government to prepare programmes -{ ) The appropriste Government may, 10 the extent of
avallability of financial and other resources-

{er) develop and organise educational programmes to sdvance the understanding ol the public, in particular of
dissdvantaged communitics us 10 how 0 exercise the rights contemplated under this Act

(4) encourage public suthorities 1o participate in the development and organisation of programmes referred to
in cluwse (a) and Lo undertske such programmes themseives,
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(€] promote timely and effective dissemination of accurate information by public quthorities about their
activities; and

(e} train Central Public Information Officers or State Public Information Oificers. ss the case may be, of
public authorities and produce relevant training materizls for use by the public suthorities themselves. "

(2} The appropriate Governmeni shall. within cighteen months from the commencament of this Act, compile in s
official lenguage a guide contining such infdrmaticn, in an casily comprehensible form and manncr, as may
reasonabiy be required by @ person who wishes lo exercise any right specified n this Act

() The appropriate Government shéi]. if mecessary. update and publish the guidelines referred o in sub-section
(2) at regular intervals which shall, in particuiar and without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (2), Include—

{@) ihe ohjects of this Act;

(8) the postal and street address. the phone and fax number and, if avnilable, electronic mail nddress of the
Central Public Information Officer or Stale Public Information Officer, us the case may be. of eveary public
suthority uppointed under sub-section ( 1) of ssction 51

() the manner and the form {n which reguest for aecess to &n information shadl be made to & Central Public
Information Officer or Stute Public Information Offtcer, as the case may be;

{d} the assistance available frum and the duties of the Cental Public Information Offlcer or State Public
Infurmation Officer, us the case may be, of'a public authority under this At

(e} the assislance avallable from the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission. &s the
case may he;

{7 all remedies in léw availuble vegarding an act or filure 1 act in respect ol a right or duty conferred or
impased by thin Act including (he manner of filing an appea) Lo the Commission:

(g} the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of calcgories of recards in sceordance with section 4;
L} the notices regarding fees to be paid in relation to requests for aocess to an informanon: and

(1} nny additional regulations o circulars made or tssued in relation o obtaining access to an information in
accordance with this Act.

{41 The appropriste Government must, it necessary, update and publish the puidelines at regular intervals,

27. Power to make rules by appropriste Government.~{/) The spproprigte Government may, by notification in
the (fficial Gazette, make rules i carry out the provisions of this Act,

(2) In particular, and without prejudice 1o the gencrality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all er i
any of the following mutters, naene]y - .

ta) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be disseminated under sub-section (4) of
section 4;

(h) the fee payable under sub-section {1} of section 6;
(<) the fee payable under sub-sections { /) and (5) of section 7:

(d) the salaries and allowances paysble 1o and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and other
employees under sub-section (6) of section 13 snd sub-section (&) ol section 16;
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() the procedure o be adopled by the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, in deciding the appeals under sub-section { /1) of section 19; and

() any other matier which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

18. Power to make rules by competent authority.<{/) The competent authority may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, make rules to camy out the provisions of this AcL

(2) In particular, and withowt prejudice 1o the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or
any of the following matters, namely;—

(i) the cost of the medium or print cost price of (he materials to be disseminated under sub-section (4) of
section 4, ;

{#i) the fee payable under sub-section | f} of section &:
(#if) the fee payable under sub-section (J) of section 7; and
(iv) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

29. Laying of rules—{ /) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be |aid, as soon as may
be afier it is made, beforc each House of Parlisment, while it is in session, for  total period of thirty days which may
be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session
immedistely following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses ggree in making any
modification in the rule or both Houses ugree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafier have effect
only in such modified form or be of no effect, os the case may be; =o, however, that any such modification or
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

(7) Every rule made under this Act by a State Government shall be luid, as s00n ns may be after It is notified,
before the State Legistature.

30. Power to remove difficulties—{/) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the
Ueniral Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions nol inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act as appear 1 it 10 be necessary or expedient for removal of the di fficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made afler the expiry of a period of two years from the date of the
commencement of this Act.

{2) Every order made under this section shall, na soon as may be afler it is made, be laid before each House of
Parliament.

31. Repeal. - The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 {5 of 20031 is hereby repesled.
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{ The Firsi Scheduie, )

THE FIRST SCHEDULE

[See sections 13 (7) and 16(3}]

FORM OF CATH OR AFFIRMATICN TO BE MADE RY THE CHEE INFORMATION COMMISSICNER/THE [NFORMATION
COMMISSIGNER/THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIINER

YL, seessensinraes MVING been appointed Chief Information CommissionerTnformation Commissioner/State Chief
Information Commissioner/State Information Commissionet swear jn the pame of God that 1 will bear true faith and

solemnly afTirm
allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established, that | witl uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India,
that | will duly and faithfully and 10 the best of my ability, knowladge and judgment perform the duties of my office
without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and that | will uphold the Constitution and the laws.",
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( The Secord Schedids. |
THE SECOND SCHEDLILE
{See section 24)

INTELLIGENCE AND SECUR(TY OROANISATION ESTABLISHED BY THE CENTRAL COVERNMENT
1. Intelligence Bureaw.
2 Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretariat
3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.
4. Central Economic Intelligence Bureau,
3. Directorate of Enforcement.
6. Marcodics Control Bureau,
7. Aviation Resegrch Centre.
£. Special Prontier Force,
9. Border Security Force,
10, Central Reserve Police Force
11, Indo-Tibetan Border Police.
L2, Central [ndustrial Security Force.
13, National Security Cimards,
14, Assam Rifles.
'115. Sashira Seema Bal.|
16. Special Branch (CID}, Andaman and Nicobar,
I7. The Crime Branch-0 0.0 -CB. Dadea and MNagar Havell.
|8, Special Branch, Lakshadweep Police
*19. Special Protection Group.
20. Defence Research and Development Board,
21, Border Road Development Board. -

22. Financial Intelligence URIL India.]

I Hubs by Natification Mo, O 88 347, dded 38 2.2004
2 Im by abrdt fw e B ZR-9-20KK5)
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